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7) ^ Claim(s) 10,11 and 16 is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Layne (1,854,51 7). 

Layne discloses manufacturing a screen for downhole use, by inserting a base 
pipe (10) into a cylindrically shaped filter layer (20), and securing the filter layer (20) to 
the base pipe (10) by changing one of their dimensions (i.e. shrink gripping the filter to 
the pipe). An interference fit is created via the shrink grip between the base pipe and 
the filter layer via, wherein the size of the filter layer (20) is reduced. The filter layer (20) 
is secured to the base pipe without welding, adhesives or mechanical connectors. See 
page 2, lines 13-88, and figures 1-3 for further clarification. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 4, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Broome et al. (US 6,305,468 B1). 

Broome discloses manufacturing a screen for downhole use, by inserting a base 
pipe (34) into a cylindrically shaped filter layer (20), and securing the filter layer to the 
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base pipe by changing one of their dimensions by passing the pipe with the filter 
through a die (32). An interference fit is created between the base pipe and the filter 
layer via die (32), wherein the size of the filter layer (20) is inherently reduced. The filter 
layer (20) is secured to the base pipe without welding, adhesives or mechanical 
connectors. A protective jacket (10) is mounted to the filter layer (20) before inserting 
the base pipe (34). See column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 49, and figures 1-2 for further clarification. 

4. Claims 1, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Echols (6,941,652 B2). 

Echols discloses manufacturing a screen for downhole use, by inserting a base 
pipe (38) into a cylindrically shaped filter layer (40), and securing the filter layer (40) to 
the base pipe by changing one of their dimensions (i.e. the filter (40) is provided with a 
protective shroud (42) which inherently increases the filter's thickness and aids in 
attachment to the base pipe). The base pipe is expanded. The base pipe and filter 
layer are inserted downhole, and the base pipe (38) is expanded downhole via a swage 
(col. 4, lines 49-55). See column 4, line 23 - column 5, line 54, and figures 1-7 for further 
clarification. 

5. Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Arterburyet al. (5,190,102). 

Arterbury discloses manufacturing a screen for downhole use, by inserting a 
base pipe (38) into a cylindrically shaped filter layer (42), applying a material (44) to the 
base pipe to contact the filter layer, and applying heat via welding to the base pipe to 
allow the material (44) to secure the filter layer to the base pipe, wherein a coating (col. 



Application/Control Number: 10/695,205 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3726 

7, lines 17-25) is used on the outer surface of the base pipe (38) as the material (44) 
applied to the base pipe (38), and the filter layer is secured to the base pipe with the 
coating. See column 5, line 24 - column 8, line 49, and figures 1-5 for further clarification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3, 8, 9, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Layne (1,500,828) in view of Pogonowski (3,885,298). 

Layne discloses manufacturing a screen for downhole use, by inserting a base 
pipe into a cylindrically shaped filter layer, and securing the filter layer to the base pipe. 

Layne, however, does not disclose securing the filter layer to the base pipe by 
changing one of their dimensions, creating an interference fit between the base pipe 
and the filter layer, expanding said base pipe, securing the filter layer to the base pipe 
without welding, adhesives or mechanical connectors, expanding the base pipe for at 
least a portion of the length of the filter layer, expanding the base pipe near the ends of 
the filter layer, or expanding the base pipe for the entire length of the filter layer and 
beyond. 

Pogonowksi discloses joining two pipes (14, 15) to one another by expanding the 
base pipe (15) via swaging device (10), in order to effectively seal the pipes to one 
another. See entire document for further clarification. 



Application/Control Number: 10/695,205 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3726 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to secure the filter layer to the base pipe of Layne by 
changing one of their dimensions, to create an interference fit between the base pipe 
and the filter layer, to expand the base pipe of Layne, to secure the filter layer to the 
base pipe without welding, adhesives or mechanical connectors, to expand the base 
pipe for at least a portion of the length of the filter layer, to expand the base pipe near 
the ends of the filter layer, and to expand the base pipe for the entire length of the filter 
layer and beyond, in light of the teachings of Pogonowksi, in order to effectively join the 
members to one another. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 10, 11, and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited on the attached PTO-892 is cited to show an 
expandable screen. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermie Cozart whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4528. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 
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11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jermie Cozart 
Examiner 
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